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English Professor
Shares Brazilian
Connection

Neil Besner, chair of the English Department, has had plenty of opportunities
to share his love of Brazil and the Brazilian Portuguese language with students
lately.

[n addition to his usual duties with the English Department, Besner is teaching
Brazilian Portuguese through the University’s Continuing Education Division.
The class is a first for both Besner and Continuing Education.

“I’ve taught English in Spain and I’ve taught English to Chilean refugees
in Canada, but this is totally different,” says Besner, a Canadian who grew up
in Brazil. “You can’t just teach the language so [ bring in Brazilian music and
books.”

The upcoming Pan-Am Games contributed to Continuing Education’s deci-
sion to offer Brazilian Portuguese for the first time this fall. However, only two
students plan to volunteer with the Games; the rest travel or do business in South
America.

“There are 11 students
in the class,” reports Ro-
byn Tully, assistant direc-
tor of Language Programs
and a class member. “Most
arealready fluentin French
and Spanish.”

Besner, who visits his
family in Brazil annually,
jumped at the chance to
teach thisnew course. “Any
chance I get to speak Por-
tuguese [ take,” he says. “I
lovethelanguageandIlove
Brazil.”

Besner’s involvement
in “English Studies in Fo-
cus,” a team-taught course
based on current faculty
research, also has a Brazil-
ian connection.

In September, he asked

see ENGLISH, page 2

For English Professor Neil Besner,
teaching Brazilian Portuguese is a
welcome departure.




COMING EVENTS

“Coming Events” is compiled by University Relations. Planning a campus event? Please let
us know. Send written information to Lois Cherney, University Relations, 10 working days in
advance of the event. Basic details are required: what, when, where, sponsor, price of

admission (if any) and the name of a contact person.

SAT., OCT. 25

» David Copp, professor of philosophy at the
University of California at Davis, will speak
onthe perennial Canadianissue: “Social Iden-
tity and Individual Identity in Multina-
tional States.” Copp’stalk, scheduled to take
place in Theatre B at 4:30 p.m., is open to the
public and free of charge. Copp is the fea-
tured guest lecturer at the Western Canadian
Philosophical Association (WCPA) annual
conference to be held Oct. 24-26 at The
University of Winnipeg. For further informa-
tion, contact Peter Miller in the Philosophy
Department at 786-9832.

SUN., OCT. 26
+ Fall Convocation will begin at 2 p.m. in
Duckworth Centre.

MON., OCT. 27

» The Board of Regents meets in Tony’s
Canteen at 5:30 p.m.

» Music at Noon presentsalumna pianist Cheryl
Pauls *86. This concert will be taped for broad-
cast on CBC-Radio Two. 12:30-1:20 p.m. in
Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall. Free admission.

WED., OCT. 29

+ Skywalk Series—Diane Kristjansson, a con-
sultant with Continuing Education’s Communi-
cations Programme, offers The Balancing Act.
* Music at Noon presents Modern Quartet.
This Toronto group was formed to create and
perform new music for string quartet. 12:30-
1:20 p.m. in Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall. Free
admission.

THURS., OCT. 30

« Skywalk Series—Fink & Posen play Jazz
Standards: Shayla Fink, accordion/vocalsand
Kinsey Posen, double bass.

FRI., OCT. 31

+ English Studies in Focus—The Research
in Process Discussion Series features presen-
tations by English Department faculty mem-
bers. From 2:30-5:30 p.m., Deborah Schnitzer
will present “When landscape broke the lens
and smacked his face/with a blueflag": Tech-
niques of the betwixt and between in Paul
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Klee, Virginia Woolfand P.K. Pagein Room
3M69. After her presentation and the dis-
cussion with students enrolled inthe course,
members of the University community and
the public are invited to take part in general
discussion.

MON., NOV. 3

*» Theological Lunch Discussions will ad-
dress “Ethical Sexual Conduct and Rela-
tional Integrity in the Church.” Rev. Mort
Paterson, ministry in criminal justice (Ux-
bridge, Ontario) will lead the hour-long
discussion, which beginsat 12 noonin Room
2B13, Bryce Hall. All are welcome.

WED., NOV. 5

* The UWSA Student Employment Centre
will hold its Career Fair *97 in Duckworth
Centre’s main gym from 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. The
Career Fair gives students the opportunity
totalk with a wide range of employers about
education and training requirements, em-
ployment opportunities and trends, and vol-
unteer and entry-level positions. As part of
the fair, Winnipeg businessman Sam Katz
will speak about his entrepreneurial experi-
ences at 12:40 p.m. in Duckworth Centre’s
second floor lounge. Admission is free.

» Skywalk Series—Joanne Boucher, Mar-
garet Laurence Chair in Women’s Stud-
ies, discusses Acting Responsibly? The
State, Pregnant Women and Drug Depen—
dency. Is the state justified in forcing drug-
dependent women into treatment? How do
such strategies intersect with issues of race
and class?

* The United Way bake sale will take place
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the Atrium.

THURS., NOV. 6
+ Skywalk Series—Keystone Bluegrass
Quartet offers Four Masters of Grass.

English Professor
continued from page 1

students to critique three sep-
arate drafts of “Brazilin Bish-
op’s Eyes,” a paper-in-
progress about Elizabeth
Bishop’s Brazilian poems.
(A Pulitzer Prize-winning
poet, Bishop lived in Brazil
for 17 years with her lover.)
Besnerincorporated the stu-
dents’ suggestions into the
draft he presented at the Eliz-
abeth Bishop Conference
and Poetry Festival in
Worcester, Massachusetts
from Oct. 6-12.

“This was one of the best
experiences ['ve had in 20
years of teaching,” observes
Besner., “The students had
courage, insight and honesty.
It’s just so interesting to see
what they can do.”

Last summer Besner also
served as an interpreter when
a group of professors from
universitiesinthe Rio Grande
do Sul area of Brazil visited
The University of Winnipeg
to discuss the possibility of
setting up exchanges in a va-
riety of research areas. “They
want somebody to go down
to their universities to teach
their faculty some English,”
adds Besner, who seems tai-
lor-made for the job.




